STNA Meeting Minutes 
April 17, 2025
7:00–8:20PM
All City Church, 2700 SE 67th Ave.	


Attendees: Katie McKinney, Deborah Kaiser, Colleen Loprinzi, Tim Hardin, Mark Hope, Mary Ulmschneider, Jamie Orr, Cathe Foster. Board: Juan Cummings (chair), John Carr (vice chair), Brian Hass (treasurer).

Called to order 7:07 p.m. With only three board members present, there was no quorum.

REPORTS:

Treasurer: 

· Current account balance is $4,794, including this and last year's communications funds. 

Land Use (and transportation):

· Type Ix Proposal – Land Division Review – 2914 SE 52nd Ave. Comment deadline: May 8, 2025, at 5:00 p.m.
· No land use committee meetings April or May
· John C. is informally serving as interim land use chair until someone volunteers for the role

Powell safety, review of what we've done:

· Reached out to Roger Lee’s family --  brought a sympathy plant to Carol and her brother Al from STNA, along with a card and printouts of the two photos of Roger we shared at the meeting. They were very appreciative. Carol said she used to go to the STNA meetings years ago. I also gave them our three names, addresses, and phone numbers since we're all so close by should they need anything. 
· Reached out to the media for coverage on KGW and KPTV, on BikePortland, and in the Oregonian
· Commented at Joint Policy Advisory Committee on Transportation (JPACT) meeting, 3/20/25
· Contacted our City Council District 3 Reps: Novick, Morillo, and Koyama-Lane
· Contacted State Sen. Khanh Pham and State Rep. Willy Chotzen and attended Chotzen’s open house, 3/22/25
· Submitted STNA’s written testimony and commented in-person at TriMet board meeting, 3/26/25
· Attended City Council Transportation and Infrastructure committee meeting
· Attended Foster-Powell Problem Solvers meetings
· Contacted PBOT, ODOT, TriMet staff and invited them to upcoming STNA meeting. Looks like May

Responses from the transportation agencies:

PBOT

· Variable message sign. Working to deploy a variable message sign to this location in the next several weeks (pending contracting timelines)

· Speed safety cameras. On track to install a pair of safety cameras by January 2026.

· Crash review and design treatments. With additional funding and approval, could upgrade signal technology to support speed management through signal timing. (rest in red pilot @ 28th)

· Request ODOT reduce speed limit to 25 mph. Reducing speed limit to 25mph would likely have little impact on travel speeds without additional treatments. 

· Revisit the adopted Inner Powell Boulevard Streetscape Plan. PBOT is not in a position to advance the projects in this plan or to propose new improvements, however we are ready to partner with ODOT in any way that is helpful.
 
ODOT

· Crash investigation. Still in progress

· Build safe pedestrian crossing at Powell and 67th? No plans nor funds identified to make any improvements at this location.

· Bus-only or BAT lanes? No plans to lane narrow.  
 
A couple other ODOT improvements are underway:

· Planning a to construct a new traffic separator along SE Powell Blvd. around SE 80th near by the entrance to WinCo (Powell Street Station).

· Has project to upgrade ADA ramps to be compliant from SE Milwaukie to SE 86th along the SE Powell Blvd. corridor. The project is currently in the design phase. John C. asked if this could be coordinated with closing bus pullouts. Shelli at ODOT said she would look into it. 

TriMet

· Powell-Division Safety and Access to Transit Project. Construction to begin at SE 79th April 28, followed by 61st, 47th, and finally 57th. On track to finish summer 2025.

· Close bus pullouts. The TriMet team will conduct a preliminary review of the key locations identified in STNA’s testimony.

Of course, there’s more to do. If you’d like to get involved, some next steps include—

· Advocate at the State legislature for adequate funding of Great Streets program in 2025 transportation package. This is the program ODOT operates for orphan highways. Also Safe Routes to School, given the numerous schools along Powell. 
· House Bill 3295 – funding to upgrade Powell.
· Deliver public comment at upcoming City Council meeting.
· Coordinate with other SE neighborhoods concerned about safety on Powell and jurisdictional transfer. 


NEW BUSINESS

· Storage building at Powell and 62nd. .  . Jamie O. reports that storage customers are parking in the no-parking zone on the west side of 62nd to unload their trucks. It blocks traffic turning onto and off of 62nd to/from Powell. Manager tells customers not to park there, but they do. Signage is minimal. There’s no painted yellow curb. It’s worst around the end/first of the month. This is also an issue on 57th by Steakadelphia, with patrons parking right up to the corner. Asked that STNA raise this issue with PBOT. 

· Cathe told a cautionary tale of damaging her car when she ran into potholes on the unimproved section of SE Clinton near the upper 70s. She learned you can file a pothole claim with the City, and in some cases get reimbursed for repairs (her claim was denied). First step is to call the pothole hotline at 503-823-BUMP (2867). More information here: https://www.portland.gov/risk-management/liability/pothole-claims

· Deborah shared some disaster preparedness materials. 

· Formation of a South Tabor Business outreach committee. Julia and Kent couldn't make it. Juan described a general idea for the committee, including building a contact database for sponsorships and advocacy opportunities.

· The Yard Sale and Garden Tour (and music festival?) will be Saturday, June 7th all day! Sign up is coming soon. John G. will coordinate music part. Might include food vendors if we find some that are licensed. Juan invited participation and sponsorships. 

· Brian mentioned ideas for adding beauty to the chain link fences recently installed on the Powell frontage roads. Maybe coordinating with FPNA on community art project (e.g., yarn bombing). 


Meeting adjourned at 8:15

Our next meeting will be May 15 at 7:00 p.m. at All City Church.




